AGA Central IN
Newsletter

AGA.

September 2009

Association of Government Accountants — Central Indiana State and Local Chapter

President’s Message — Nancy Shepherd
KEEPING YOUR PROFESSIONAL EDGE

In these times of economic uncertainty, it's important to keep your options open. Our chapter
offers many opportunities to sharpen your skills and keep your knowledge current.

Relevant, Low Cost CPE

Our popular luncheon speaker series will continue to be held on the first Thursday of every
month. We will be hosting listening sites for each of the 2-hour audio conferences being of-
fered by the national office in 2009-2010. See schedule below.

At $10 or less per CPE hour, you can’t beat the price for the quality of the training these
events offer. We price it right so government employees can afford to attend! Please tell your
friends, so we can continue to keep our prices low. Anyone can sign up for the e-mail notifica-
tion list at our website at http://www.agacentralin.org/index.html.

We will also be offering a full day of training through our Chapter Professional Development
Conference in November (details soon to be announced).

Breaking News on Compliance

Check out http://www.agacgfm.org/intergovernmental/recovery.aspx, the national website’s
daily bulletin on all things ARRA. Our website also contains a convenient link to the national
website’s blog, which contains thoughtful coverage of emerging issues.

Mentoring in Leadership Skills

I've discovered firsthand that AGA offers an excellent support network and training for its lead-
ership teams. Volunteering can be a great way to “step up” into a leadership position and start
practicing the soft skills you will need to “step up” on the job.

The backbone of chapter training is the Chapter Recognition Plan, a carefully thought out set
of chapter goals and metrics that give a practical overview of a healthy chapter’s activities.
Each of our committees corresponds to a major goal set forth in the plan.

Getting involved in a committee is a great way to familiarize yourself with chapter functions,
and decide if you might like to go for a leadership position. Committee members are also
welcome to attend our board meetings and participate in our lively debates. Contact one of
the committee chairs listed to the right if you would like to find out more.

Networking

Getting involved also allows you to take full advantage of the AGA’s leadership training and
networking opportunities. All chapter leaders, including committee chairs, are invited to attend
regional training at the AGA’s expense. In April 2009, four of our chapter members attended
training in Baltimore, Maryland.

At least one of our top officers attends the National Professional Development Conference
each year. At this year’s PDC in New Orleans, chapter board member Dr. Larita Killian (1U-
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Columbus) received an Educator of the Year award for her groundbreaking research, the latest focus of which is accountability for special
districts. Larita has also submitted our first CGFM member profile on page 4. Another board member, Yvette Hauser discusses her ex-
periences at the National PDC on page 3.

It’s Your Chapter!
Have a need that’s not listed that you would like to see us meet? During the coming year, we hope to develop a member survey, mission

statement and strategic plan for our chapter. Please contact me at nancyorrshepherd@gmail.com if you would like to share your com-
ments and/or attend one of our upcoming strategic planning meetings.

Sincerely,

Nancy Shepherd, CPA
President, Central Indiana Chapter
2009-2010 Chapter Year

Websites

We continue to update our website at www.agacentralin.org and there is always news on the national site at www.agacgfm.org. Anyone inter-
ested in studying for the CGFM certification should request help through our CGFM committee. We have study guides to loan out and are
organizing study groups for those interested in taking the exam in the very near future.

DATA RESOURCES FOR STATE EMPLOYEES

Looking for high quality data to help you measure resuits | STATS Indiana www.stats.indiana.edu

against employment, demographic and regional trends?

] : ) ; Hoosiers by the Numbers www.hoosierdata.in.gov
Carol Rogers, the Chief Information Officer for the Indi-

ana Business Research Center (IBRC), has partnered IBRC www.ibrc.indiana.edu

with many State agencies to meet their data needs.
Carol also serves as the Governor’s liaison to the U.S.
Census. At our August luncheon, she suggested visiting distress.html

Measuring Distress www.statsamerica.org/distress/

these websites to get acquainted with the wide variety of

) StatsHouse http://statshouse.org
data resources available for your needs.

_ _ In Context www.incontext.indiana.edu
Custom consultations are also available from the IBRC,

part of Indiana University's Kelley School of Business. Indiana Business Review www.ibrc.indiana.edu/ibr

Contact Carol at the Indianapolis office if you have any
more questions after visiting their website at (317) 274-2205.

UPCOMING AUDIO CONFERENCES Each conference will offer 2
hours CPE for the low cost of $15 members/$20 non-members.

October 7, 2009—Internal Controls for Auditors, Management and Staff: Making Government Organizations More Effective
November 18, 2009—Auditors’ Role in Government Performance Measures

January 13, 2010—Internal Controls

February 10, 2010—Understanding IT Audits for Program Managers and Auditors

March 3, 2010—Fraud

April 21, 2010—Latest Tools and Techniques for Auditors

May 19, 2010—Ethics


mailto:nancyorrshepherd@gmail.com
http://www.agacentralin.org
http://www.agacgfm.org
http://www.agacgfm.org/education/audioconferences/internalcontrol100709.aspx

Report from the 2009 National Professional Development Conference
By Yvette Hauser

I had the privilege to represent our Chapter and attend the 58th Annual Professional Development
Conference and Exposition this summer. The national PDC was held June 21-24 in New Orleans’
French Quarter with the theme “Jazzing it Up: Best Practices in Government Accountability”. These
four days were packed with continuing education sessions, exciting keynote speakers, awards presen-
tations, and opportunities to meet with AGA members from throughout the country and share chapter
experiences. Over 2000 government accountability professionals were in attendance representing lo-
cal, state, and federal government, plus the private sector.

Many of the continuing education sessions dealt with the ARRA and stimulus funds and how to main-
tain accountability and integrity of the millions of new dollars now flowing to state and local govern-
ments. But, there were also a variety of other topics including: GASB updates, financial market stress/
regulation, performance reporting, IT and data controls, and the approaching retirement “tsunami” as
many government workers near retirement age.

A diverse group of keynote speakers enlightened and entertained the conference attendees. “Oxygen
Not Included” was the topic of Alison Levine’s address. As team captain of the first American
women’s Mt. Everest expedition, she not only had breathtaking pictures to share, but related how de-
termination and willpower are always important no matter your endeavor. We also heard from the mu-
sic historian and curator of the Smithsonian. John Hasse entertained, both with words and music,
while relating the leadership, innovation, daring, and creativity of many past and present jazz masters.

The third day of the PDC included two widely different, but lively keynote presentations. First we
heard from Lieutenant General Russel Honore (Ret.), commander of Joint Task Force Katrina. His
stories of events that transpired following the 2005 devastation in New Orleans inspired, motivated,
and at times, angered and saddened us. New Orleans is of course a great convention city and in many
ways the city has recovered from Katrina. But, away from the French Quarter, there is much rebuild-
ing yet to be done. Throughout the conference, contributions were made to the New Orleans chapter of
Habitat for Humanity, and AGA members have participated in building Habitat homes.

Later in the day we heard from one of the most unlikely couples in politics, Mary Matalin and James Carville,
authors of “All’s Fair: Love, War and Running for President”. While avoiding anything too contentiously politi-
cal, they entertained us with stories from the left, right and in between.

Awards presentations are also a highlight of the PDC. It was a pleasure to be in attendance when our chapter’s
own Larita Killian received the National Educator Award, given to an individual who has made significant con-
tributions to the education and training of government financial managers. I also had the honor to accept a Plati-
num Chapter Recognition Award on behalf of our chapter; this is the highest chapter recognition awarded by
National. I congratulate past president John Rihm, the Board, and all chapter members on obtaining the Plati-
num level.

I also want to say “thank you” to the Board for allowing me to attend on behalf of the Central Indiana Chapter.
AGA members are a diverse group of intelligent and dedicated professionals who understand the importance of con-
tinuing education, training, and sharing with peers. The National PDC is a once-a-year opportunity to network with
fellow AGA members, be educated, and entertained.



. Member Highlight For September 2009 ¢
Charlie Pride Jr. Subwitted by: Larita Killian

If you think “county music” when hearing the name Charlie Pride, think
again. Charlie Pride is a talented state employee, a member of the Cen-
tral Indiana Chapter, and a new CGFM. Read the profile below to learn
how the CGFM has benefitted Charlie, his advice for passing the exams,
and his advice for success in an auditing career. You’ll also learn a few
notes about his interesting family and how he relaxes away from the of-

fice. ——

Day Job: State Board of Accounts, Field Examiner 2. We audit cities,
towns, libraries, counties, school corporations, townships, public uni-
versities, state agencies, special districts and some hospitals through- ¢
out Indiana.

How long at current position: Over five total years

Years lived in Indianapolis area: 16 years (1981-1983, 1985-1999). I have lived in the Evansville area
for a total of 7 years (2001-2004, 2006-present)

Original hometown: Bargersville, Indiana. 1999 Center Grove High School graduate

Education background: All degrees were awarded from the University of Southern Indiana. I was a stu-
dent at Indiana State University from 1999-2000.

e AS in Business (2002)
e BS in Finance (2003)
e Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Professional Accountancy (2008)
e BS in Accounting (2009)
Professional background: State Board of Accounts, Field Examiner (2004-2006, 2007 present)
City of Evansville, Finance Officer of the City Controller’s Office (2006-2007)

A public servant I admire and why: My father, Charlie Pride, Sr., CPA. He is the State Board of Ac-
counts Cities, Towns and Libraries Supervisor. He treats everyone with professionalism and respect. He
also encouraged me to go back to school to earn an accounting degree so that I could sit for the CPA exams

What I like most about my job: Four-day weekend and the opportunity to work on many different assign-
ments throughout a given year. Also, meeting and working with several officials and employees of the of-
fices that I audit.

Adyvice to young professionals who would like to have a job like mine: Always follow directions from
your lead auditor, but don’t be afraid to ask questions if you don’t know something. If you think that some-
thing could be done better or in a more efficient way, talk it through with your lead auditor first.



Member Highlight For September 2009
Charlie Pride Jr. Continued. ..

If I weren't doing this for a living, I would: Teaching business classes in high school
Most fascinating place I ever visited: Cincinnati, Ohio. I love their sports and food.
Where I would like to visit next: South Bend, Indiana to watch a Notre Dame football game

What I enjoy doing for fun: Watching Cincinnati Reds and Notre Dame football games, hanging out with
friends and family, traveling and being outdoors

A few words about my family:
My father, Charlie, Sr. is a CPA who works for the State Board of Accounts.
My mother, Cheryl Pride, is a RN.

My brother, Nick is a Ball State Graduate that works for Turner Broadcasting in Atlanta, Georgia. His
work can be found at www.tbs.com

My sister, Bridget is an [UPUI student who’s pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in CT/MRI. She earned an AS
in Radiography this spring.

How earning the CGFM has benefitted me: The knowledge obtained from studying for the exams has
helped me become a better auditor because I am much more familiar with the GASB statements. It also has
made me less nervous about the CPA exams because there are many similarities between the two. Both are
taken at a Prometric site, on the computer, and both have multiple parts. Finally, governmental accounting
shows up on the FAR (Financial Accounting and Reporting) part of the CPA exam.

My best advice on preparing for the CGFM exams: Buy the study guides on the AGA’s website. Read the
entire study guide. If you have trouble paying attention take notes. Also, work the problems at the end of
every section because they were extremely helpful.

People would be surprised to know this about me: I met country singer Charley Pride last fall and actually
like his music.
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